I write this report immediately after the Spring meeting held in Manchester. I can't believe how well the meeting went. The lectures were superb, the organisation and venue were excellent and the fun run along the canal was exactly that, fun! We budgeted for 200 paying delegates, but at the last count there were nearly 300. Well done to the meetings committee and well done to the secretariat.
During the meeting, the 37th AGM was held. From next year, the format of the meeting will change, to become more of an 'information for members' meeting, now that the routine issues on which we vote annually no longer need to be discussed. There was an excellent turn-out of about 40 members at the AGM, and with about 130 members taking advantage of the proxy voting facility we were able to conduct our business with more than usual numbers. All the resolutions put to the membership for a vote came with the unanimous backing of council and it was pleasing to see the membership vote at the AGM to support council' s decisions.
In this report I would like to acknowledge the great amount of work put into the application to the Union Européenne Des Médecins Spécialistes (European Union of Medical Specialists) for recognition of the specialty of intensive care medicine. They have supported the work presented to them in 'Roadmap on Intensive Care Medicine' by Professors Julian Bion and Hugo Van Aken (see http://admin.uems.net/uploadedfiles/ 948.pdf).
For the first time we used the Electoral Reform Services to help us select our new council members. We are pleased to welcome Andy Rhodes, Max Jonas and Simon Baudouin and are relieved that Kevin Gunning will continue to serve on council. We offer a particularly warm welcome to Mandy Odell who will be the first non-doctor council member, representing nurses and AHPs; she won a very difficult election against two other excellent candidates.
Unfortunately we have to say goodbye to two council members, Anna Batchelor and Roop Kishen; they both have given superb service to the Society.
One of the more pleasant duties of being President is to award Honorary and Distinguished memberships to deserving people who have served the specialty of intensive care well. This year it was my honour to bestow the privileges associated with Honorary membership to Dr Christopher Garrard, Professor Gary Smith, Dr Charles Gillbe, Mr Ernie Hayes, and Dr Guy Routh. The first four names are probably well known to you, but some of you may not remember Guy Routh. He served on Council in the late eighties as both Treasurer and Secretary and was responsible for ensuring that the ICS was successful in ensuring that HRH Princess Anne became the Society' s patron.
One of the more contentious issues that the Society has to debate is that of presumed consent for organ donation; you will have all noticed that Kevin Gunning is surveying members about this. There was a very lively Pro-Con debate at the Spring meeting; the debate over-ran the allotted time at the meeting, and will probably run and run in medical and ethical circles. The RCA/ICS/AAGBI group has been set up in response to the DoH Working Party Report on 'Organs for Transplants', and to inform subsequent work on presumed consent to organ donation. Eventually it is hoped the debate will ensure that there is professional clarity about the diagnosis and timing of death irrespective of organ donation; widespread public debate is probably the only way to ensure buy-in from the public. There is no doubt that medical and nursing staff as well as the public need more education if presumed consent is to be adopted.
Another topic of major interest at the Spring Meeting has been the use of ultrasound in intensive care and emergency medicine. Thanks to Peter Macnaughton, the ICS has been actively engaged in promoting education of ultrasound techniques and has been actively involved in the production of a 'Position Statement: Echocardiography in the Critically Ill' produced by the British Society of Echocardiography, which is reproduced in this issue.
Lastly, the Intensive Care Foundation moves from strength to strength under the shrewd chairmanship of Saxon Ridley; with Duncan Young, Gavin Perkins and Danny McAuley at the helm the future of intensive care research is bright. Please come and enjoy the Snowdonia expedition in support of the Foundation on the last Saturday in August; it may not be Everest but it will be a great day out!
